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his Cabinet, and the coming into office of a new Government under
Sarraut at the end of January, did not tend to improve the general
situation—it was more to the Left than its predecessor, though
with Flandin as Foreign Minister it retained a conservative tinge.
The great question before France was concerned with the ratifies,
tion of the Franco-Soviet Mutual Assistance Pact; it was ratified
by the Chambre on February 27, chiefly on the ground of the
Soviet's formidable military strength becoming ancillary to that
of France. Poland's attitude to the pact was not favourable; before
its ratification by France the Polish official position was rather
one of indifference and detachment, but after its ratification
opinion in Poland became solidified against it. In condemning
it the Government and Opposition papers were for once united.
The French were warned that the pact would encourage the
growth of Communism among them and bring internal disruption;
they were asked whether the proceeds of the loan they were
giving to the Soviet would be used for the fortification of the
western borders of Russia against Poland, the ally of France.
Germany was openly hostile to the pact, and declared more and
more strongly that it was not in harmony with the Locarno Treaty.
England was apparently in favour of the pact, though the consider-
able number of the British people who distrusted the Soviet had
to be taken into account. It was in these circumstances that Goering
paid his second visit to Poland.
goering's second visit
The German Air Minister arrived at Warsaw on February 19
and his visit extended to February 23. By an unfortunate coinci-
dence his trip took place at the very time some seventy members
of the Nazi Workers party were arrested in Katowice and adjacent
localities in Polish Upper Silesia, following on a police raid on
the offices of the party, which it was discovered was carrying
on illegal irredentist activities in connexion with the Nazis in
German Upper Silesia, particularly with the Hitler Youth
organization. The Polish Press urged the Government to tafce
energetic measures to suppress the spirit of Nazism in Poland.
After Goering's descent at the station in Warsaw, where he was

